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College hit by "rash of thefts" 
Watch out! Someone may 
be stealing your books while 
you're reading this article. 
The New Westminster 
-. 
by DAN HILBORN 
campus has been hit by "a 
rash of thefts" this month, 
said Ken McCoy, manager 
of site services and security 
at Douglas College. 
On Monday, March 5 a 
'sentimentally valued' sin-
gle line black pen drawing 
titled "Jane's Window" by 
Isabel McAslan was stolen 
from the art display being 
set up for Open House. 
That same day a portable 
stereo cassette valued at 
! 400 was taken from an 
unattended room and a !20 
curling iron went mi.ssing. 
''Thefts happen regular-
ly," said McCoy, "hardly a 
week goes by without some-
thing being reported sto-
len ." 
Ideally the college should 
have two security guards on 
duty during class hours, 
however, the operating bud-
get can't handle the extra 
expense, he said. 
"When we're at the sec-
urity desk, thieves know it's 
a free-for-all," said one sec-
urity guard, "but things 
have to happen before 
something will get done 
about it." 
"It's easy pickins' in 
here, it makes us look bad 
but there's no way we can 
watch everything when 
we're on by ourselves," the 
guard said . 
The telephone stolen last 
week was the fourth out of 
seven field base phones tak-
en off campus since being 
installed in November. 
Pat Thomasson, manager 
of logistical services, said 
the college will probably 
replace the missing phones 
with more pay-phones. 
The phones were specific-
ally designed for the col-
lege's switchboard system 
and the thieves will prob-
ably find them incompatable 
for hook-up at home, she 
said. 
Lucille Kiem, the security 
"You can't stress the im-
portance of being cautious 
with your belongings," said 
Lucille Kiem the security 
supervisor. Thefts over !100 
will be reported to the police 
but she admits there are 
probably a lot of incidents 
that go unreported. 
Kiem said she once 
picked up a purse lying 
unattended in a room and 
placed it in the curriculum 
field base for safe keeping. 
The owner had assumed it 
had been stolen. 
"I'm trying to make peo-
ple realize how quick and 
easy it is to lose something 
here," she said . 
Also taken in the past 
week was a purse with !200 
cash plus !410 in cheques 
and some credit cards . 
McCoy said his staff is 
"so ridiculously low" they 
don't even have the time to · 
.keep up to date statistics on 
stolen property. 
"It's a bad scene," he 
said . 
The Douglas College 
coffee achievers 
Douglas College students 
and faculty consume a sur-
prising amount of coffee and 
- the intake seems to indicate 
a noticeable need or trend. 
Staff and students consume 
an average of 75 to 95 
pounds of coffee per week. 
A pound of coffee yields 
about 40 cups of coffee 
which works itself out to 
anywhere from 3()(X) to 3800 
cups of coffee a week. A 
staggering 1741 800 on a 
averaged yearly oasis . 
It isn't known whether it 
is a trend or an addiction. 
Coffee contains large 
amounts of caffeine, a de-
pressant, which is just as 
addictive as any chemical 
that alters body chemistry to 
produce a "high" and like 
any depressant kills a small 
amount of brain cells. Al-
though caffeine and a sub-
ject may, by theory, experi-
ence abnormal states of 
reality. 
It may well be that the 
coffee commercials are hav-
ing a noticeable effect as did 
cigarette campaigns in the 
SO's and 60's. 
College given funding fOrmula 
but no money 
Douglas College adminis· doesn't have to use the duction of 58 seats out of a 
trators are still waiting to money in the programs the total of about 540. 
find out if the college will ministry allots it for. Day The exact dollar figures 
recieve more or less funding said the college puts all the will be presented sometime 
for 1984/85. funding into the total opera- this month and the college 
While the ministry of edu- ting budget and then disper- will then have to decide 
cation presented the college ses it into the areas the whether of not to raise 
with its program pr~file on college puts priority on . tuition, and whether the 
February 24, they failed to The program profile faculty will be given a pay 
attach any dollar figures to shows decreases in office increase . 
the report. administration and child 
care aid . Office administra-
tion will be hit with a 5.8 
Full Time Equivalent drop, 
as opposed to the 5. 1 de-
crease reported in February. 
This is equivalent to a re-
Faculty members were 
told last week that the stu-
dent/teacher ratio at Doug-
las has risen from around 
23 :1 in 1982 to almost 29:1 
this year. 
"Our best assessment is 
that the college has been 
well done by," said presi-
dent Bill Day. "Our great 
increase in productivity has 
resulted in a boosting of 
funded seats in academics 
and business administra-
tion ." 
Constitutions a mess 
Day used the university 
transfer progtam as an ex-
ample of how the formula 
works. 
This year, the college fit 
1,356 students into the pro-
gram, while the ministry 
only supplied funding for 
1,086 seats . The college 
asked for funding of 1,360 in 
84/85 but the ministry only 
approved money for 1,200 
seats . 
While this means an in-
crease over this year's fund-
ing, it still doesn't 'match 
the number of seats filled in 
the program. 
But the college still 
The constitutions of both 
the student society and The 
Other Publications Society 
are under fire because of 
alleged contravention of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights. 
Sean Balderstone, presi-
dent of the student society, 
said last week that it was 
unconstitutional for any so-
ciety to force any person to 
oecome a member. 
The student society con-
stitution currently states 
that all students at Douglas 
College shall be members of 
the society and revisions to 
the publication society 
would add a similar clause. 
Recently a student of 
Douglas College complained 
to the provincial ombuds-
man about being forced •to 
pay the Other Press news-
paper levy. 
Both societies will have 
their constitutions checked 
over by lawyers before theri 
Annual General Meetings 
are held. 
The student society AGM 
has been postponed to 
March 29 and the publica-
tions society will hold its 
meeting March 22. 
Both meetings will be in 
Room 2201 at 12:00 p.m. 
Vic Cromarty ,Chairman , congratulates Board on fine choice of Business Manager 
...,.. ···-
The Board of Directors of The Other Publications Society 
is very pleased to announce the appointment of 
JEAN JOYCE 
to the position of Business Manager. 
Jean is · a longtime resident of New Westminster 
and a volunteer with the 1-Care program here at Douglas College. 
i 
Her background includes Degrees in Math and English and 
employment with both the McGill Daily in Montreal and with the 
BBC in England. We hope that everyone in the Douglas College 
community will join us in extending a warm welcome to Jean. 
' I .. 
Friday, March 16,1984. 
Other Press Bored Member 
The Other 
Publication Societ 
Presents: It 
Annual 
General 
Meeting 
Thursday 
March22 
12:00. 
Room2201 
Friday, March 16, 1984. 
Cfhe cucp FILES. 
Loan scheme 
inadequate 
ANCOUVER (CUP) - The 
B.C. government' s scheme 
for students to create their 
own jobs this summer could 
prove costly for young entre-
preneurs. 
The government is offer-
2,000 interest-free 
s to students who want 
to start their own busines·ses 
this summer, but will not be 
around to pick up the pieces 
should students go bank-, . 
rupt . 
Students aged 15 and old-
er who plan to take full time 
studies in the fall are eligi-
ble to participate in the 
program . They can borrow 
up to 2,000 but must repay 
the loan by October or face 
interest charges , among 
other default penalities . 
The government unveiled 
the plan in its Feb . 20 
budget, at a time of chronic 
small-business failures in 
B.C. The labor ministry' s 
guidline paper - "Be your 
own boss this summer" -
makes no provision for stu-
dents who become .bankrupt 
in the venture . 
''Any student that can 
make profits from this pro-
gram is a business genius," 
Margaret Copping, stu-
society president at the 
niversity of B.C. "The 
government is inviting stu-
dents to lose 2,000." 
copping says students will 
have a tough time financing 
their education next year 
and the program does no-
thing to compensate for the 
recent elimination of grants 
from the province's student 
aid package. 
Nelson wants 
university 
VICTORIA (CUP) - In a last 
ditch attempt, Nelson's city 
council has offered to buy 
the small liberal arts univer-
sity centre the B.C. govern-
ment insrsts will be shut 
down May 1. 
Nelson council voted re-
cently to purchase the David 
Thompson University Centre 
from the provincial govern-
ment for one dollar and 
continue its operation as a 
private institution . 
"The provincial govern-
ment has refused any other 
ideas we've had, so we 
thought we would just take 
it over," said Nelson mayor 
Louis Maglio. 
The Socred government 
announced the planned clo-
sure jan.4, citing low enrol-
ment and financial restraint 
as the reasons behind the 
decision . 
Along with students and 
faculty the Nelson commun-. 
ity is protesting the deci-
sion . The latest campaign 
culminated in a 200-strong 
demonstration outside the 
B.C. legislature in Victoria 
Feb . 27 . 
Despite growing protest 
in the Nelson area, B.C. 
education minister Jack 
Heinrich said his decision is 
final. 
Nelson's buy-out offer 
proposes the government 
fund the centre as a private 
educational institution and 
help the city with other fund 
raising activities . 
Education ministry official 
Bill Staudal says Heinrich 
has not yet considered the 
proposal. :' It ' s going to be 
studied and will be respon-
ded to ." 
Woman raped 
·at Toronto 
college 
TORONTO (CUP) - Police 
are still looking for a man in 
his late 20' s who attacked 
and raped a woman at the 
University of Toronto earlier 
this month . 
Administration at Innis 
College, where the attack 
occurred, has ordered clean-
ing staff to refrain from 
working after hours . 
Police said the assaulted 
cleaning woman was work-
ing alone on the second floor 
of the college when she was 
approached by a man, hit on 
the head and raped. The 
incident occurred at about 
10 pm. 
She was treated at a local 
hospital for a head inj 
and shock, and later re-
leased . 
"It is always a shock 
recognize that a place 
familiar as one's 
is not secure," said lnni 
principal Dennis Duffy. 
BCIT to lay-off 
70 employees 
VANCOUVER (CUP) - Th 
B.C. Institute of Technolog 
gave layoff notices to 
employees and another 50 
may get their slips soon, the 
institute's president says. 
At a March 1 campu 
meeting where the layoffs 
were announced, BCIT pres-
ident Gordon Thorn placed 
blame on the provincial gov-
ernment for reducing the 
institutes funds by 15 per 
cent- 3.9 million. 
Thorn also said fees could 
rise by 30 per cent next 
for the institute's 4,400 full 
time students and 15 
cent for the 30,000 ,.,..,.,,..._ •. , ...... .,., 
students . 
Tuition fees are now 
for full time studies . 
TH.~ O'JlmR PRESS .. 
Vice-president joins sit -in 
The Douglas College stu-
dent society is planning its 
protests against the provin-
cial restraint program be-
hind closed doors . 
by DAN HILBORN 
Plans were made to pad-
lock . the main entrance to 
the New Westminster cam-
pus on March 12, but no one 
was able to find a chain and 
lock for the symbolic pro-
test . 
At the Langara campus of 
Vancouver Community Col-
leg,e the front entrance was 
locked on the 12th to symbo-
lize how provincial govern-
ment policies were closing 
the doors to post secondary 
education in B.C. 
Gordon Bryan, vice presi-
dent of the society, attended 
a sit-in at universities mini-
ster Pat McGeer' s office last 
week where students from 
around the province told the 
media their concerns and 
plans of action towards the 
government. 
Ros Morris, spokesperson 
for the group, said the 
Bennett government has 
been directing a ''series of 
attacks and a generalized 
assault" against education 
in B.C. 
The plan to padlock insti-
tutions' doors was an-
nounced at the occupation 
as part of a series of pro-
tests . The group will be 
holding public cla.sses down-
town Vancouver on March 
16. 
Guerrilla theatre and a 
forum to discuss further 
actions will also be held . 
"If you're l09king for con-
frontation you'll have to wait 
and see," said Bill Coller, 
another spokesperson from 
the group. 
The group feels they have 
the general support of Bri-
tish Columbian students 
even though not everyone 
knows the issues . 
" The situation in B.C. is 
urgent," said Morris . The 
group didn't list what they 
felt were the most important 
issues or repressive .Polic.ies . 
.At l-east not during the press 
examples of poor policy 
planning . 
Students form SFU, UBC, 
Langara, Douglas , Kwant-
len , Cariboo and University 
Hill High School attended 
the sit-in . 
conference announcing their At Douglas College we'll 
departure trom the office have to wait and see what 
however, earlier in the day plans are being made . Vice 
some people singled out the president Bryan will be · 
closure of the David Thomp- attending a meeting at UBC 
son University Centre and this Thursday where a per-
the redirection of federal manent organization will be 
ed~cation funding as blatant set up . 
AGM postponed again 
The Students Society 
Annual General Meeting 
was post-poned three weeks· 
lacking the necessary one 
by DAN HILBORN . 
hundred students to form 
the quarum . 
Student Society president 
Sean Balderstone was frus-
trated in attempts to recruit 
the fifty-five remaining 
seats and after a fifteen 
minute delay succeded in 
obtaining only fifteen addi-
tional students . 
It is qu~stionable what 
caused the initial lack of 
support . The Other Press 
was said to have advertised 
the A.G.M . at an improper 
time, a full half hour after 
the actual time of 12 o'clock 
p .m. 
The warm weather and 
lunch hour may have been 
contributing factors to the 
quantity of students absent . 
For those interested in 
attending this vital students 
function the next Students 
Society Annual · General 
Meeting is scheduled for 
March 29th at room 2201, 12 
o'clock p .m. promptly. 
Cariboo imports students 
The Cariboo College 
board decided March 6 to 
import students from Hong 
Kong and to charge them 
by Kevin Behnsen 
1100 per cent higher fees 
than domestic students . 
Over 300 Hong Kong high 
school graduates have no 
hope of attending a home 
university because of in-
tense competition and 
limited space, much the 
same as B.C.'s interior stu-
dents . 
-The visa students will be 
placed in segregated class-
rooms, and charged 7,500 
for a university transfer pro-
gram including biology, 
computer science, Canadian 
economics, physics, calcu-
lus, psychology and sociol· 
ogy . 
The students will also 
have to pay their own travel 
expenses to Canada, a 30 
registration fee and higher 
textbook costs . 
The college will be bring-
ing in students in groups of 
20, with an expected profit 
of 50,000 per group. 
, 
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V3L SBS 
Bryan explains protest and 
-- plans f0r Douglas-
Friends, ~omans, Country-
men, 
Lend me your ·ear .. . but 
seriously folks, as recent 
attempts to hold the Doug-
las College Student Societys 
Annual General Meeting 
have met with certain comp-
lications, I'd like to take this 
opportunity to inform you, 
that's right you, of some of 
my recent activ.ties . 
In early February I was a 
delegate to the Canadian 
Federation of Students Pro-
vincial General Meeting 
held in beautiful Squamish, 
B.C. As a member of the 
campaign committee which 
really sets the direction that 
the Federation will follow 
for the coming months, I 
had the opportunity to dis-
cuss at length and have 
direct input into the actual 
running of the Federation . 
This meeting saw the ex-
ecutive structure of C.F.S. 
change to include one repre-
sentative from all member 
institutions . I have been 
delegated (pardon the pun) 
this responsibility, the first 
of these meetings was held 
February 3-4. The next 
meeting is April 14-15 at 
U.B.C. 
In response to a hasty 
proposal by B.C. Transit to 
eliminate the post-secondary 
student discounted Fare-
card, representatives from 
seven lower mainland 
schools (Douglas included) 
met at V.C.C. Langara to 
draft a letter stating our 
disgruntlement. Copies 
were forwarded to Transit 
authorities and to various 
M .L.A.'s . We await a re-
sponse. If the discounted 
card is eliminated , under 
the proposed new fare sys-
tem it would mean at cost of 
forty dollars or more each 
month as compared to the 
curr~nt twenty-eight dollars 
I have also been active 
with an Education Action 
committee which meets reg-
ularly at Langara. This lead 
to my involvement of the 
recent three day occupation 
of Minister of Universities 
Pat McGeers ' office in Van-
couver . Our latest efforts 
involve a "Week of Action" 
(March 12-16) to protest 
Cut-Backs in Education and 
the closing of David Thomp-
son University Centre in 
Nelson . 
This week will culminate 
on Friday the 16th with' 
"Outdoor Classrooms" to 
be held from 2:00 to 5:00 in 
downtown Vancouver. I en-
courage anyone that is con-
cerned with education in 
B.C. to attend these "Out-
door Classrooms" . Media 
attention at this event 
should be high . 
Hope this sheds a little 
light on things . I welcome 
any questions or concerns 
you may have. 
Sincerely, 
Gordon Bryan 
Vice President External 
Douglas College 
Student Society 
Hate mail for O.P. 
DEAR LITTLE SISTER 
This letter is not about . 
several things : It is not 
about starving people in a 
third world nation, it is not 
about the political ramifica-
tions of Women's Day and it 
certainly is not about a 
philosophical issue of ex-
treme importance to all 
mankind . 
What this article is about 
. is. this newspaper, The Other 
Press, and its relation to this 
institution, Douglas College. 
It is my opinion that this 
newspaper needs more rele-
vant articles . I am more apt 
to lose sleep over next 
week's exam than over the 
pornographic implications of 
Open House posters . 
Don ' t get me wrong . It's 
world issues, it is just that 
sometimes intellectual 
thoughts regarding contro-
versial issues aren't the first 
thing to enter my mind in 
the morning. I would much 
rather concentrate on · get-
ting the milk on the Fruit 
Loops and not all over the 
table . 
· There is a difference be-
tween relevant journalistic 
discourse and the redundant 
overkill such issues as the 
relationship between the 
welfare of the soul and 
Women's Day. 
VVhatever happened to 
here and now? 
Little Sister, Mommy's 
calling and your Fruir Loops 
are getting soggy. 
not that I do~'t care about Signed Rob Roy 
Fruit Loops? 
Dear Rob Roy : 
Thank-you for your letter 
and your interest in the 
"Other Press" newspaper . I 
wish more students took the 
initiative to submit their 
views on their newspaper . 
:Unfortunately your letter is 
not addressing the issues 
any more than you accuse 
the newspaper of . 
Firstly, Little Sister is my 
response to what I felt was 
inappropriate journalism. I 
am trying hard to contribute 
to the newspaper as best I 
can , rather than sitting 
around writing "bitch" let-
ters without any general 
directive, as to the issues 
you would like covered . Lit-
tle Sister is a concept not a 
real person . She is ali ab-
stract test-tube entity, 
created in the Douglas Col-
lege Cafeteria after many 
frustrated readings of tbe 
"Other Press", too many 
complaints from fellow stu.: 
'dents who wanted ' some-
thing new but could not 
devote the time or effort to 
try to change the O.P. and 
after many cups of caffeine 
· and ashtrays of nicotine, 
stacked sky-high in creative 
frenzy . Little Sister is the 
universal orphan . She is 
without Social Insurance 
Number, Nation-State iden-
tity, homeless and unwanted 
by all . who try to suppress 
the human rights of the 
peoples in the world . She is 
·a faintly flickering flame 
representing the fire of 
change, progress and free-
dom in the Statue of Liber-
ty's hand . She represents an 
attempt to change that 
which angers and frustrates 
the original mind that 
created her . She is without a 
mommy or daddy to hold her 
hand when the going gets 
tough , or to lovingly pour 
milk on her Fruit Loops in 
the morning . Besides, she 
prefers beer . 
Secondly as to your re-
marks about relevant journ-
alistic discourse the hottest 
news tip I could fifld before 
press time was the fact that 
a robin flew into the con-
course at approximately 9:15 
am today . "It looked a little 
stunned" said a college biol-
ogy Professor, while 
munching on Fruit Loops . 
After two ambulances and 
one inhalator, the bird was 
revived in time to share the 
boys' "Breakfast of Champ-
ions .'' 
As to your remark about 
soggy Fruit Loops, maybe it 
is time to cancel your mem-
bership in the foggy bitch 
groups that litter this col-
lege and send in some hard 
core issues that you would 
like discussed. I would be 
more than happy to see you 
write for the "Other Press" . 
Friday, March 16, 1984. · -· ... !fHE.QTHER.:pRESS pa~e5 
Douglas College 
Nuclear Awareness. 
Do you question the conventional wisdom 
of peace through strength? 
Are you concerned about the testing of the 
cruise missile? 
If you have any doubts about the 
two previous questions then the 
NUCLEAR AWARENESS CLUB 
__, ... is for you. 
We are attempting, with many others 
throughout the world, to break away 
from the despair associated with the 
nuclear threat. 
CONTACT: MaryEady 
Arts & Humanities 
Rm 3600 Loc 3601 
The Nuclear Awareness 
group · was active !!1 
Douglas College last year 
and has reactivated itself 
again this year. The group 
meets the second Thursday 
of every month at 1200 in 
the Arts and Humanities 
about forty people on our 
newsletter list. 
Last year . we sponsored 
the anti-nuclear review 
Under the Gun , showed a 
number of films including 
the celebrated film, If You 
love This Planet and briefly 
studied J ohnathan Schells 
The Fate of The Earth . This 
year we hope to have an 
outside speaker come to the 
college and to establish a 
small strong organizational 
unit to plan activities for the 
fall. 
The name Nuclear Aware-
ness has been chosen quite 
deliberately as we seek, first 
and foremost, to understand 
and be aware of contempor-
ary nuclear issues . We are 
not committed to any partic-
ular ideology and try reso-
lutely to disentangle nuclear 
awareness from political loy-
alty, that is, we try objectiv-
ely to discern the reality of 
the nuclear situation apart 
from and beyond politics . 
At the same time we are 
committed to peace and 
multilateral disarmament. 
We believe that the virtue of 
peace has been much neg-
lected and for whatever rea-
son evaluated negatively by 
power braking societies , 
both east and west. We are 
therefore, committed to 
what actions we can take for 
these goals . 
An Expose 
Is Freud 
A Fraud? 
There has been much crit-
icism recently toward Dr. 
Jeffrey Masson and his book 
" The Assault on Truth". 
This book is an attempt to 
shed some light as to the 
fallacious basis of Sigmund 
Freuds theories of seduction 
the Oedipus Complex and 
Penis Envy. 
by Donna Forbes 
Dr. Masson, a University 
of Toronto graduate, was at 
one time a practicing psy-
cho-analyst . His career led 
him to become the director 
of the Freud Institute, 
where he was a member of 
the board in charge of ad-
ministering Freud' s copy-
rights . It was at this time 
that he met Anna Freud, 
Sigmund Freud' s daughter. 
Anna allowed him access to 
many of Freud' s memoirs 
and personal letters, includ-
ing his correspondence with 
Dr . Wilhelm Fliess , pertain-
ing in particular to the 
Emma Eckstein case . 
Emma Eckstein , a well-
known Austrian feminist, 
was Freud' s first psych-
analysis patient . She came 
to Freud displaying the clas-
sic symptoms of what Freud 
called Hysteria . This neuro-
sis or hysteria Freud be-
lieved was induced due to 
Emma's sexual attack by a 
shopkeeper at the age of 8, 
and what he surmised could 
have been an even earlier 
attack by a member of her 
family, probably her father . 
It was during this time 
that Dr . Wilhelm Fliess de-
veloped his theory of the 
Nasal Reflex Neuroses . 
Fliess believed that there 
was a connection between 
the female genitalia and 
certain areas in the nose . 
When women masturbated 
this caused anatomical chan-
ges within the nose, and the 
only way to correct this 
problem was to apply elec-
tric therapy to the nose or 
to operate . It was through 
Fliess insistence that Freud 
sent Emma Eckstein to him 
for therapy. 
Flies operated on Emma' s 
nose and returned to Freud 
complaining of severe pain , 
"So this is the 
strong sex!" 
abnormal bleeding, and a 
nauseous smell that seemed 
to permeate from Emma's 
nose . Freud called in a 
surgeon to examine her and 
the surgeon found what ap-
peared to be a string within 
the nasal passage. He 
pulled it and discovered 
over half a meter of surgical 
gauze, which upon its remo-
val from which Emma nearly 
died . Freud had fled the 
room and upon his entrance 
Emma pointed to him and 
screamed " So this is the 
strong sex". When Freud 
later wrote to Fliess about 
the presence of the surgical 
gauze he referred to it as a 
" minimal oversight" and 
urged Fl iess to " forget it ." 
Freud was r'low faced with 
the problem as to what 
induced the bleeding, see-
ing as he drew no connec-
tion between he hemorrhage 
and the surgical gauze. He 
gave up on his earlier 
" Theory of Seduction" 
which stated that children in 
fact seduce adults into sex-
ual relations with them, in 
order to cover up the Fliess 
malpractice . He now be-
lieved that Emma had fanta-
siz~d the adolescent as-
saults. He discovered that 
Emma had nose-bleeds as a 
child, which naturally would 
draw attention from her par-
ents, and he believed that 
Emma's hemorrhage was 
psycho-somatically out of a 
hysterical longing to call 
Freud to he bedside in order 
to have sexual relations with 
him . 
It is the Emma Eckstein 
case that forms the corner-
stone for many of Freud' s 
theories . One such theory, 
the "Theory of Women ' s 
Diminishing Capacity for 
Distinguishing the Truth" 
not only caused Freud to 
believe that women had less 
of a capacity for justice than 
men. but also accused wo-
men of not facing reality, in 
the sense that they actually 
imagined such assaults as 
rape and could not tolerate 
the truth when Freud or 
other Psycho-analysts told 
them . He basically believed 
that women fantasize the 
fact that their genitalia were 
shrivelled versions of the 
male counterparts . Hence-
forth Freud' s "Theory of 
Penis Envy". 
It is through these fanta-
sies that Freud also formula-
ted his " Theory of the 
Oedipus Complex" in which 
children associate to parents 
of the opposite sex, often 
fantasizing about them 
which shows up as a latent 
tendency to choose mates 
' just like dear ole mom or 
dad .' 
•.. theoryof 
Nasal Reflex 
neuroses 
This research into Freud 
.by Dr . Jeffrey Masson is 
evidence that must be care-
fully scrutinized, yet the 
vast majority of his col-
leagues refuse to take his 
book seriou·sly, preferring 
rather to attack the man 
than his book. 
Why is there such an easy 
dismissal of the informatin 
presented by Masson? Is his 
research not based upon 
Freud's own personal letters 
in which he was meticulous, 
and should not these illus-
trious members of the psy-
chology society confine their 
criticism to the information 
and not whethr to question 
Masson ' s findings, but ra-
ther to question the manic 
fear that this man and his 
book has generated in the 
psychology community. As 
can be seen, many of 
Freud's theories are still 
with us today so is it not 
time to question the basic 
premise of these theories? 
After all, do we really 
have much to lose if Freud 
is a Fraud? 
Nextweek: Freud and the 
Law. 
·, 
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Part Time full Time 
It's 7:30 a.m . Monday 
morning and like any stu-
dent who has a nine o' clock 
class to catch, Robin Meek-
ing is stumbling out of ther 
Vancouver home. 
by Arnold Hedstrom 
and Bart Heine for 
Canadian University Press 
After her two hour class 
there' s no time to waste . It' ~ 
right to the library to do 
researeh ·-fro an almost due 
term paper . 
At 3 p.m . her afternoon 
lecture ends , and it ' s off to a 
full time job at a computer 
centre . Robin usually works 
during the day, but she' s 
changed shifts with another 
worker in order to attend the 
University of B.C. 
Midnight comes fast, and 
6:30 Tuesday morning 
comes even faster . That's . 
the time she has to get up to 
make it to work for her 
regular shift . 
On Wednesday, the rou-
tine starts all over again . 
Robin, like a quarter mil-
lion others in Canada is a 
part-time student, and' must 
Juggl~ her steady job, pri-
vate life and courses . · 
Susan , a twenty-five year 
old single mother taking 
computer courses full time 
at the University of Calgary 
also faces unique pressures: 
Looking for a chance at 
more meaningful work and 
some self respect, she also 
represents a new growing 
population of students . Ma-
ture students (over 25 years 
old) are entering post secon-
dary schools in increasing 
numbers . They are upgrading 
their skills to compete in a 
rapidly changing ec~n~my, 
and many are women attem-
pting to break out of low-
wage job ghettos that entrap 
them . 
· Susan ' s schooling is com-
plicated by three children 
ranging in age from two to 
seven. the two youngest :: 
spend the day at a daycare 
facility and the oldest is 
looked after by a friend . 
After a day on campus 
she picks up her kids, make~ 
supper, cleans and spends 
time with her family . 
" I don ' t get any home-
work done at home. The 
kids keep me busy and I' m 
too tired to work by the time 
the housework is done ." 
Susan depends on govern-
ment grants and loans to 
sustain her while studying . 
Robert, a 40 year old 
computer science student at 
the University of Calgary 
used to be a real estat~ 
salesman . But he said he 
" could see the end of the 
boom coming," and he was 
tired of selling . 
Robert is going back to 
. school as a matter of survi-
val in Canada' s changing 
job situation . 
They all face an education 
system that discourages and 
discriminates against their 
kind . But some part-time 
students are working for 
change. 
Meeking, for instance is 
the B.C. director of 'the 
Canadian Organization of 
Part Time University Stu-
?ents, and is working to 
Improve the situation for 
part-time students on cam-
puses . Changes in Canada's 
education system are need-
ed to meet the needs of both 
part-time and mature stu-
dents, but institutions and 
governments are slow to 
recognize the new realities 
of today' s education consu-
mers . 
Course scheduling and 
the availability of student 
services pose problems for 
part-time students . Meeking 
says getting all the required 
courses for a basic arts 
dagree is difficult at UBC 
because evening courses are 
offered in some professional 
faculties only .. · 
" You can take all the 
courses except three or four 
and then you get stopped 
short,' a she says . The only 
alternative is to take a year 
out to study full time. 
Many campuses limit 
childcare services to the 
daytime . Restricted by limi-
ted funds, bookstores, coun-
sellors, administrative offi-
ces and food services cater 
exclusively to the day stud-
ents on most campuses. 
What Meeking hopes to 
do at UBC and on other 
campuses in the province is 
work for changes to help 
part-time students achieve 
total equality with full time 
students . 
"You can't solve all the 
problems over night . It 
takes lobbying and allies," 
she says . The attitudes of 
governors, educaiton minis-
tries and students them-
selves must first change. 
Part-time enrolment has 
increased dramatically in 
the last decade - more than 
twice the rate of full time 
enrolment growth . Statistics 
Canada predicts 50 per cent 
enrolment will be part-time 
by the year 2000. 
The increase in part-time 
enrolment parallels the 
surge of "mature" women 
entering post-secondary 
schools part-time - 250 per 
cent increase between 1970 
and 1979. 
This new type of student 
often cannot go to school full 
time for financila reasons, or 
because of family responsi-
bilities. 
The federal government 
recognized part-time stu-
dents' need of government 
support only last year . 
The Canada Student 
Loans Act now allows eligi-
ble part-time students assis-
tance to the tune jof !2,500 
at any one time, a move the 
Canadian Federation of Stu- · 
dents sought for many 
years . 
The loan accrues interest 
after one month and must 
be repaid in two years . 
A federal NDP brief also 
applauded the move, but 
called it "token recogni-
tion" - a cash flow aid that 
does little to help a potential 
student without the funds 
to attend, even on a part-
time basis. 
· Frida~ 
" Many part-time students children at home must deal 
are just that because of the with a major transition in 
increasingly prohibitive going back to school. Cam~ 
costs of obtaining full time maert strongly recommends . 
university education, " the they should go to school 
brief states, pointing to. part-time while learning 
studies that sho part-time how to mesh school and 
students tend to come form home responsibilities . 
families where parental in- However, she added that 
come and educational attain- with the increased enrol-
ment are lower than full ment on university 
time students . campuses wit~ government 
The pressures faced by cutbacks part-time students 
single parents in balancing are at a disadvantage . 
childcare with studies make " Part-time stand behind 
part-time schooling attrac- full time students for pre- • 
tive, but their need for ference . Part-time students • 
financial assistance is often find that their choices (of 
high .. Some provinces offer available classes) are limi- ~ 
special assistance to single ted . As well, part-time stu-
parents, based on a_ course- dents have trouble getting 
load of three . But ' in one financing," Cammaert said . ~ 
province even that is being IN a society where new 
eroded . technologies are rapidly 
Ln Alberta, special consid- making current job skills 
eration now given to single obsolete, the preference 
parents may soon be restric- shown to full time students 
ted . Currently, students can must soon change. Reenter-
qualify for maintenance ing school is a· stressful 
grants up to !15,000 a ses- experience for mature stur 
sian, loans up to . !4,300 a dents, especially those with 
year and cheaper day care, children to care for but L 
if they are enrolled in three their growing numbers' show 
courses . a need for redirecting uni~ 
But the Alberta Students' versity ·and government re~ 
Finance Board wants to in- -
crease the course load to 
five . 
Single parents take longer 
to complete their education 
with the smaller course 
load, the Board says, mak-
ing their accumulated loan 
too difficult to repay. 
Susan dropped her course 
load to four from five this 
year to cope w.ith her family 
commitments . And she · is 
worried the new regu~ations 
will mean she cannot con-
tinue with her education 
goals. 
"We have more pressures 
than other students, so to 
cope we should have the 
option of taking fewer cour-
ses she says . 
Lorna Cammaert, faculty 
association president at the 
University of Calgary, 
agrees that , women with 
Humanism 
This world has become a such a fashion . If the battle 
ightmare for not only the of the sexes continues this 
n of thw world, but the may be the next gimmick to 
as well; a nightmare become 'avante-garde' . 
has notched us into I don't believe that the 
Jct'"'""'"h.tn<>n roles that many problem of male supremacy 
us are not even aware is to be solved by drawing 
ist . With much publica sides and battling . What it 
ionin recent years as to the takes is a realization that not 
ale domination of women only women are suffering 
H:---l'n society, a growing aware- under the yoke of male 
ess has set in amongst the domination, but men are 
RPeOIDies of the world . But is suffering as well. The role of 
r-\-=trhis awarertess enough? Not the 'little woman at home' is 
ntil patriarchy becomes slowly changing but what 
hing practiced by our about the 'bread-winner' 
athers, not until the role of men imposed by this 
ishment of every adver- society. This issue sheds a 
sement degrading the little light that maybe we as 
mage of women and not human beings should realize 
I the cessation of women that problems exist between 
._-~~;;.;...;....;..;.....;;..;..;...;. ______ __, the ways both sexes perce-
ive each other . Both sexes 
are suffering from the mys-
ticism of the sexes in that 
most of us believe we will 
.... -------~~---.--..... never understand the op-
posite sex - but how many of 
us have ever given a con-
certed effort. Have you ever 
tried to imagine what it 
would be like if you were a 
woman or a man in this 
society? Place yourself in 
the other sexes shoes and 
maybe you will begin to see 
what I am talking about. In 
essence I feel that rather 
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Something of Canada's 
character died the day 
Cruise missile tests started 
overour soil. 
New Democrats mourned 
the passing of our status as 
nuclear arms non-partici-
pant with a sho of black 
armbands in the House of 
Commons question period 
March 6 - the day of the first 
Cruise missile test over 
we~tern Canada. 
" It is a very sad day for 
all of us, " said Pauline 
Jewett, NDP External Af-
fairs critic. " We have 
known for months that the 
tests were probably going ~ 
ahead, but it is a completely 
different weapons in the 
history of the world has 
l!ilii.-JWalready statred in our coun-
try ." 
Jewett asked the Prime 
inister, now that he has 
announced his retirement, if 
he would take one final 
action for the cause of inter-
national peace and cancel 
the Cruise test agreement 
with the United States. 
State of The Art 
Say " goodbye" to mun- and Corf, a trifle more 
dane Video games, the wave 
of the 80's has struck a new 
shore . In the begining there STATE OF THE ARTS 
was Pong, an insolt to . our by Roger Bolen 
nervous system, which gave 
way to games like Asteroids colourful but lifeless none-
theless . These too shall 
pass . 
After the first animated 
videogame was introduced 
instant acceptance occured. 
Dragons lair, one of the first 
than dwelling on the prob-
lems of men and women, we 
should begin to question 'the 
nature of the world we live 
in with regard to the ideol- . 
ogies that exist within this 
world. In a sense we are all 
bound, however little, to the 
societal values that have ...._--------------------------. attempts at cartoon im-
agery, succeeded in opening nurtured our existence. It is 
not until we begin to admit 
to ourselves that we are 
bound or are slaves to these 
ideologies that we can truly 
t--t•-----.....~-.... .....~.._ ..... ..,1 begin to progres..s as a race . 
Rather than looking for the 
differences between the 
t----r------------1 sexes maybe we should start 
objects in porno- . looking for the similarities, 
will awareness be maybe if we seek a balance 
. For the men out between, rather than incre-
ere who are crying "What asing the already existing 
this have to do with gap, and maybe if we begin 
t--+llflllrnP"l'' stop for a moment to shut up and listen to both 
d question to whom these sides of the issue, then 
lms, magazines advertise- perhaps we ca:n begin to 
ts, etc. are directed . progress out of the sexist 
they directed at women quagmire we find ourselves 
they are directed at the in. The torch that I am 
es in this society . If you trying to raise is one of 
.--+-lrln not mind having your freedom and liberty for the 
lect insulted by a cam- whole human race; a torch 
dir~cted at men to buy that applys to men and 
, films, etc. by women alike; a torch that 
ng women in the most will light the way to free us 
i-+-+-LJ~~·~ading fashion imagin- from the roles present in 
e fine, but at least be society that bind us all to a 
scious of the fact that the life that sometimes seems 
-.llrnon•a and advertising com- less than human. Perhaps if 
~-I-ll~-'~: ies are using women to we begin to challenge these 
products to you. If you ideologies and roles we can 
find this insulting then conquer our 'fear of flying' 
lt--+-lh ....... , would you feel if worn~ and learn to live in a world 
countered this degrad- free from the shadow of 
sexual litics . 
Ac-tion 
means Ublneh a-re guaran-
teed an ~ua1 dh"+ . · ~ no jol:$. ~J~ • 
... 
0 
concept.· The laser di~k inno-
vation is now a light year 
beyond its mundane causing 
utilizing a multi-tracking 
program that allows . the 
player to decide the outcome 
of any confrontation . The 
players decision time ulti-
mately decides his contin-
ued survival or ultimate de- · 
mise, unlike real life where 
you only pass but once. 
Among the newest games 
falling on an open market is 
Badlands, an animated car-
toon in which the player 
(Buck) comes home from the 
range to find his family 
slaughtered by a gang of 
.ornery murdering, nomad 
thungs. Of course Buck, 
being smitten with vengence 
takes 'em all on single 
handed,facing a cast of 
mean hombres . 
Of course the wave has 
not stopped at the arcades . 
RCA and other companies 
have already begun plans to 
market video-disk players 
capable of reproducing 
these games at home. The 
costs will not be extravagant 
but they will be priced for 
the working person . 
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Mitchell's Sparkling Effort 
CLASSIC ALBUMS OF FORGOTTEN BANDS: PART 5 
International Women ' s 
Day was recognized last 
week, making me realize 
that my column has fo-
by JOEL HAGEN 
cussed only on male record-
ing artists . I have decided 'to 
repair this oversight by re-
viewing first, J oni Mitchell, 
and next week, Joan Arma-
trading 
COURT AND SPARK 
JONI MITCHELL 
With Court and Spark, 
released in 1974, joni Mit-
chell reached the artistic 
and commercial pinnacle of 
her career . A superble craft-
ed album, Court and Spark 
was embraced by both the 
critics and the public . 
More than anything, 
Court and Spark is a work 
of art . Even the album 
jacket is well designed, 
with a unique cover featur-
ing a water-colour print by 
Mitchell, and a windblown 
black and white photo of her 
on the inner sleeve. 
Of utmost importance, 
however, is what lies in 
those vinyl grooves . Joni 
Mitchell used some of the 
best session men in America 
-Max Bennett, Tom Scott, 
Larry Carlton, Joe Sample 
- to make her music come 
alive . This musical plus, 
combined with Mitchell ' s 
songwriting ability made 
Court and Spark enormously 
successful, and it yielded 
three top-ten singles :Help 
Me, Free Man in Paris, and 
Raised on Robbery. 
Help Me is Mitchell ' s 
best effort . It describes, 
with suitably giddy lyrics, 
the strange sensation of 
falling in love . She captures 
the extraordinary feeling of 
drunken passion that accom-
panies the early stages of a 
relationship : "Help me/ 1 
think I' m falling in love 
again/ When I get that crazy 
feeling / 1 know I' m in trou-
ble again ." . 
Mitchell's abi I ity to deal 
with situations, as well as 
humans, is admirable, and 
Peoples Parties is a perfect 
example . Unlike most song-
writers, Mitchell is willing 
to reveal how she feels in 
uncomfortable · predica-
ments, in this case, a party. 
Her lyrics are precise, and · I 
feel as though she is putting 
words in my mouth : " I' m 
just living .on words and 
feelings/ With a weak and 
lazy mind/ And coming to 
peoples parties/Fumbling 
deaf , dumb and blind ." 
Court and Spark also 
marks a musical milestone 
for Joni Mitchell, as lyrics 
alone do not make a pop 
masterpiece . She incorpor-
ates jazz rhythms, · blues, 
California folk, and good old 
rock ' n roll into her mater-
ial , giving Court and Spark 
plenty of variety . Some of 
the songs, most notably Car 
on a Hill and Down to you, 
are so powerful that even 
without words, they' d be 
great. 
Court and Spark is simply 
head and shoulders above 
the quagmire of pulpy A.M . 
romance . Through her per-
ceptive insight into modern 
personal relationships , Mit-
chell sings about real peo-
pie, and her music comple-
ments perfectly what she 
has to say . I ask you to put 
aside any biases you might 
have against " lotus land" , 
and mellow out with Court 
and Spark. 
The Douglas College Student Society 
Annual General Meeting 
room220112:00March29 
Friday March-16, i984. 
Douglas Production A Hit 
John Patrick's -The Teahouse of 
the August Moon shows a humorous 
and sensitive portrayal of the often 
striking differences between West-
by ROBIN ROBERTSON 
ern and Eastern ways of life . 
The Teahouse of the August 
Moon is not only a warm ·and 
humorous comedy, but more impor-
tantly, a growing character develop-
ment of a young American officer 
who is sent to teach democracy to 
the nativeS- of the I ittle town of 
Tobiki just after World War II. 
What the 'officer starts to realize is 
that the town's people may under-
stand the concept of equality better 
than the United States Army. 
After seeing this show, I tended 
to shake my head in pity for the 
North American , whose practical 
and efficient ways may never 
amount to the simplistic beauty yet 
extremely logic ways of the small 
1946 town Tobiki. 
Perhaps the best place to see the 
apparent difference between the 
West and East is to watch the 
beautiful and sensitive dance of 
Lotus Blossum, played by Susan 
Hubbard . Hardly a step is taken, an 
arm raised, yet the gentle simplicity 
in which· it is pe-rformed -tells -us- a 
story of great emotion . The dance 
seems to echo that of the 'simplicity 
of line' used in Japanese paintings 
that reveal, perhaps, a glimpse of a 
tree that fades into a wide expanse 
of nothingness, or Haiku poems that 
tell a mountain of wisdom in but a 
word. 
Probably the best acting job done 
Friday night was by Victor Santos, 
who played the part of Mr. Sekine. 
Santos is witty and utilizes well the 
comedy of the Roman playwright 
Plautus, who brought in the idea of 
the slave who is more intelligent 
than the master . Santos plays his 
supporting part well, remembering, 
importantly, to not overshadow the 
main character . 
John Ferguson as Captain Fisby 
carries his part strongly and sensi-
tively and Susan Hubbard makes a 
beautiful and sweet Lotus Blossum . 
Bruce McMillan as Colonel Purdy is 
generally amusing as a silly old man 
stuck in his ways, yet would find 
himself more effective on stage if he 
graduated his emotions rather than 
continuously aiming at high cli-
maxed feelings that become, after 
awhile, tiring and lose their inten-
ded comedy. McMillan might also 
find that by projecting his voice he 
will end up saving iT .. Hi-s voice 
seems to take a real beatine as he 
does not use his diaphragm and 
instead tears out the words in a 
harsh tone from bis throat , sounding 
flS though he might end up hoarse if 
he continues this method . 
The set design by Roger Larmor 
was excellent . The set of Colonel 
Purdy's office/Captain Fisby' s quar-
ters was pleasant, the bamboo 
shoots effective, yet the most attrac-
tive and well designed piece of work 
was the teahouse. The costuming by 
Andre Brouer was also well done . 
The show itself, under the direc-
tion of Dorothy Jones , was humor-
ous and entertaining. The play only 
dragged slightly at points and was 
very much worth seeing . Douglas' 
theatre is gradually creeping beyond 
-the everyday, amateur ~ollege- level 
of performing arts. 
After seeing The Teahouse of the 
August Moon, I tended to want to 
question some of the traditionally 
preserved North American values, 
and I find that there is stiiJ much to 
be learned from the Asian teach-
ings . In Canada and the U.S .A, we 
constantly try to prove our demo-
cratic system with waving of flags, 
marching, and yelling "Democracy, 
Democracy, equality for all!, yet in 
Okinawa, 1946, the gentle equality 
and humanism was heard with all 
the more intensity in its silence. 
Perhaps a system of equality and 
freedom may be eventually achieved 
when we have finally understood · 
that which we strive for . 
The Teahouse of the August 
Moon played at Douglas College 
from March 7 - 11 . 
Tantalizing Treat 
Mr. and Mrs . Stanley are 1dan Whiteside . Prior to this 
. never so happy and enthusi- role Fritshi has had no 
astic as when they await the previous acting experience 
. arrival of their famous visit- and is a psychologist by 
profession . Yet he possesses 
by ROBIN ROBERTSON an excellent stage presence, 
commands the stage like a 
· ing guest, Mr . Sheridan pro' , and utilizes a comedy 
'-----..1 Whiteside, renouned play- pace well, delivering lines 
wright and orator . Yet no- quickly and savoring drama-
thing could be quite like the tic pauses . He is a delight to 
1 reception they received. watch . 
Upon arrival the Stanley Other actors who play 
family is literally pushed their parts especially well 
aside by Mr . Whiteside, are : Felicity Roche as Mr . 
whose demands are beyond Whiteside' s secretary Mag-
bel ief . Whiteside brings in gie Cutler who moves well 
penguins; a cr.azy professor on stage; Brian Leonard as 
equipped with cockroaches; Beverly Carlton who does a 
prisoners; luncheon guests , perfect " artsy-fartsy" actor; 
and, along with all this Philippa Malczewska as Mr. 
insanity; proceeds to de- Stanley' s crazy and 
mand complete attention " strange" sister; and Sally 
while running up a tele- Quinter as a hilarious 
phone bill that is " sky- " dried-up" Miss Preen, the 
high ." nurse . 
Spoiled and eccentric Also worth noting is the 
though Whiteside is , he living room set which is 
does have one soft spot in visually appealing and well-
his heart. .. his secretary, built . 
without whom, he cannot For those who favour 
manage. community theatre, The 
When journalist Bert Jef- Man Who Came To Dinner 
ferson steps in and steals is an enjoyable production 
secretary Maggie' s heart, that generally flows quite 
Sheridan must devise a plan well. Neville Owen and Bar-
to keep her put . That really bara Waugh who play the 
gets the fun going as he parts of Mr. and Mrs. Stan-
becomes tangled in his own ley would do well to hold 
plan and the plot goes from back on overly theatrical 
silly to sillier . acting which takes away, 
''#like the taste of a cold beer on a hot day. OVER· 
DRINKING. 
but I certainly don't think you have to get the gang 
together with a couple of cases of beer just to celebrate 
the fact you've hod 
a bff. of exercise_,, 
JOHN WOOD 
OLYMPIC SILVER MEDALLIST 
Vagabond Players' latest rather than adding to the 
production The Man Who comedy. Peter Camozzi as 
Came To Dinner enjoys a Bert Jefferson would benefit 
wide cast of characters in- from "loosening up" as he 
eluding everything from Mr. still looks a little wooden on 
Stanley' s insane sister, a stage . However, the pace is 
whole load of carollers, a fast and the humor pleasant 
prim and starchy nurse, to in Kaufman and Hart' s clas-
Mr. Whiteside, a "benevo7 sic 30' s production which 
lent benefactor--friend of ran until March 10 at 
the famous " who attracts the Vagabond Playhouse, 
more chaos than good to the Queen ' s Park 1 New West-
humble little house of Mr . minster . Watch fro their 
Stanley. next coming attraction , Canada : · 
.. 
• 
I + Health Sante et and Welfare Boen-etre socoal Canada Canada The man who makes this The Pirates of Penzance, show a hit is Victor Fitshi, running from May 11th to who plays the part of Sher- ) une 2nd. 
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I f you 're a B.C. student, you could be your own boss this summer through the new Student Venture Capital Program of the B.C. Government. 
The program offers interest-free loans 
of up to $2,000 to students who wish 
to plan and operate their own small 
business. Loans will be interest-free from 
April 1, 1984 to the repayment deadline 
of October 1, 1984. 
Applicants must be returning to a high-
school, college or university as full-time 
students in the fall of 1984. Businesses 
must be operated in B.C. and applicants 
must be eligible to work in Canada. 
Program applications are available 
from high school, college or university 
placement centres, Cha_mber of Commerce 
or Board of Trade Business Information 
Centres, Royal Bank branches, Canada 
Employment Centres for Students as well as 
offices of the Ministry of Labour and the 
Ministry of Industry and Small Business 
Development. 
A new initiative of the Government 
of British Columbia to create employment 
and to provide business experience for 
students, it's a great way to . . . BE YOUR 
OWN BOSS THIS SUMMER! 
Student Venture 
Capital Program 1984 
Province of 
British CoUnbla 
Ministry of Labour 
Hon. R.H. McCieland, Minister · 
Ministry of Industry . 
and SmaD Business 
Development 
Hon. Don Philips, Minister 
,, 
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Suicide Stories Misleading 
"Pressures drive students 
to despair," "Teen suicides 
a cry for help," "Youth 
suicides increase sharply." 
reprinted from The Varsity 
by Blaine Connolly 
Do these headlines point 
to a growing problem of 
teenage suicide? According 
to Dr. Peter Eglin, associate 
professor of sociology at 
Wilfred Laurier University, 
'media suicide' is the only 
type of suicide teens are 
prone to. 
Headlines like the ones 
above are used in the media 
to capture the attention of 
their audience, but, claims 
Elgin, "they often contain 
misleading or totally inac-
curate information ." 
An article which appeared 
n the Kitchener-Waterloo 
~ecord in October of 1.982 
1oted that 110 teen suicides 
vere predicated for Toronto 
tlone. According to Statis-
ics Canada, however, there 
vere only 89 teen (ages 
10-19) suicides in all of 
)ntario during 1980. 
These misinterpretations, 
;tates Eglin, "may be 
:hrough inaccurate incorma-
:ion supplied or simply bad 
ournalism." 
"I would be inclined to' 
;ee it as bad journalism." 
Examples of misleading 
and explosive headlines can 
:>e found throughout the 
media industry. According 
to Eglin, "the same people, 
although I don't want to 
mention any names, are 
being used as authorities in 
making these claims ." 
Careful study of statistics 
can show how some of the . 
problems arise. One of the 
worst examples Eglin has 
seen was in an article in the 
Globe and Mai I in May of 
1982. The headline read 
"Teenage suicides called 
'pandemic', implying an al-
most world-wide crisis. This 
article claimed 700 male 
teenage suicides in 1979, 
but according to Statistics 
Canada, the actual figure 
was only 266. Statistics· Can-
ada includes within this fig-
ure males from ages of 
10-19. THe only way one 
could even come close to the 
700 mark, according to Eg-
lin, is to include males 
20-24. "When was the last 
time you considered a 24-
year-old a teenager?" 
Teenage suicide has be-
come "the standard for the 
hour in the media," espe-
cially within the last three or 
four years, says Eglin. Not 
only has suicide gained 
prominence in many arti-
cles, journals, and documen-
taries, but it is also being 
closely linked to other prob-
lems within society . Alcohol-
ism, unemployment and sui-
Cide are being used collec-
tively as ''symptomatic of 
the degeneration of our soci-
ety as a whole," claims 
Eglin. 
The attention given to this 
problem has also created an 
organizational framework 
that attempts to control it . 
Distress lines and various 
help centers, both private 
and public, have been crea-
ted to deal with suicide, and 
in the proc'ess has increased 
public awareness of suicide. 
Behind the media and 
governmental level, claims 
have been made by profes-
sionals in psychiatry, psy-
chology, sociology and other 
fields of "an epidemic of 
teenage suicide focused on 
the 15 to 19-year-olds," says 
Eglin. Eglin, who studied 
the area of teenage suicide 
for years, sees several rea-
sons for the increase in the 
raw number of suicides re-
ported in Canada. 
Between the years of 1963 
and 1980, the number of 
coroner investigations into 
deaths have more than 
doubled, says Eglin . As of 
1980, 44.2 per cent of all the 
deaths in the province were 
investigated; this means 
that the actual cause of 
death is more likely to be 
found . In contrast, in 1963 
only 21 .5 per cent of Ontario 
deaths were investigated . 
Many of the uninvestigated 
suicides could have been 
simply recorded as acci-
dent~, says Eglin . 
When Eglin studied the 
number of deaths investiga-
ted and the proportion of 
those that were suicides, he 
saw an increase from only 
4.6 to 4.8 from 1965 to 1980. 
This, he claims, can hardly 
be called an epidemic 
growth . 
As well, improved tech-
nology has given investiga-
tors the ability to identify 
drugs and other matter in 
the bloodstream which can 
identify suicide as the cause 
of death, explains Eglin. 
One of the primarv rea-
sons for the increase ·in the 
number of deaths attributed 
to suicide is the perception 
of the act itself, he says. 
Previously, it was consid-
ered a disgrace to label a 
death "suicide." 
According to Eglin, this 
perception is changing with-
in society and there is an 
increased readiness to mark 
the cause of death . as sui-
cide . This in itself can raise 
the figures over the last few 
decades. 
"I don't believe there is a 
problem (with teenage sui-
cides) in a way which de-
serves the term epidemic. I 
think it is the suicidologist's 
problem and possibly the 
sociologist's," said Eglin . 
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